Introduction
"The Palearctic [bee] fauna is the most difficult in the world to study because of the lack of catalogues […] combined with the great number of species, many of them named long ago […] ." -Charles D. Michener (2000: 113) Rationale and scope of the catalogue Objects without names cannot be communicated about in an unambiguous manner. Knowledge on taxa that has accumulated for centuries in particular will remain inaccessible without correct scientific names (Winston, 1999) . The most important function of taxonomy (i.e., the assignment of organisms to taxa) and in particular of nomenclature (i.e., the naming of the recognized taxa) is simply the provision of a universal framework for information retrieval. As a vehicle for information exchange, nomenclature is one of the most basic tasks of systematic biology to ensure an up-to-date directory of valid names. In fact, taxonomy is rather unique in biology in that it is fundamentally retrospective, evaluating all previous works with nomenclatural bearing since Linnaeus's Systema Naturae (1758), published 250 years ago.
